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We are off and rolling at Maplewood Academy in 
2021. God is at work here at MWA, and we continue 
to be thankful for His many blessings. Our enrollment of 77 students has been a 
significant blessing as students have been reappearing after the COVID shutdowns. 
Each month I receive positive reports on the health of our finances for 2020-2021. I 
distinctly remember asking the board for a 60K leeway for our current school year 
due to the costs that COVID-19 might have on our budget. Even with the additional 
costs in the cafeteria with the significant increase in takeout containers, the loss 
of dorm and cafeteria revenues from the five weeks of online instruction, and 
the lower enrollment than previous years, Maplewood Academy has a balanced 
budget. God has a particular way of taking care of His school! Only through the 
consistent giving of Maplewood’s alumni and constituents was this possible. 

In this newsletter, our theme is how God uses Maplewood to make a spiritual 
impact on our students. During a recent weekend, I came across a couple of 
students and a few staff members going in depth on what the end times might 
look like and how important it is to keep a solid relationship with our Savior. 

A relationship is like a plant; it’s either growing or dying. Our students have 
recognized that their relationship is growing while on the campus of Maplewood 
Academy. That was a critical reason that we pushed so hard to come back onto 
campus this semester. Our students and staff need the spiritual blessing of an 
in-person Maplewood family experience that consistently focuses on Jesus being 
the center of all things that we do. Though it may be physically demanding, that 
connection infuses our work with the added purpose of spiritual growth. 

The Maplewood experience is not any one thing; it’s not a result of a few staff, 
alumni, students, or administrators. It’s working together in unity that allows His 
greater purpose to take precedence over our program. The mission statement of 
Maplewood Academy lays out this principle: Grow. Connect. Educate. With Jesus. 

Your support makes a world of difference, in a literal and spiritual sense. 
Any success that we might experience as a program is a direct result of God’s 
intervention. Your willingness to follow the Spirit’s leading and give to Maplewood 
brings that full collaboration full circle. By giving, we receive. 

May God bless every one of you, and I want to praise God for His unique and 
beautiful works, making a world of difference for our children. 
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On campus, student week On campus, student week 
of prayer is a special time of prayer is a special time 
when the students focus when the students focus 
on the way that God works on the way that God works 
within our lives and the lives within our lives and the lives 
of our friends. This year we of our friends. This year we 
had a total of 10 speakers had a total of 10 speakers 
sharing their testimonies sharing their testimonies 
with us. We started each with us. We started each 
night with songs in various night with songs in various 
languages from around the languages from around the 
world, then the speakers for world, then the speakers for 
the night were introduced. the night were introduced. 
Hearing their stories Hearing their stories 
connected us as a student connected us as a student 
body and created a spiritual body and created a spiritual 
atmosphere that felt like a atmosphere that felt like a 
buzz in the air. After each buzz in the air. After each 
meeting ended, students meeting ended, students 
would gather around the would gather around the 
speakers to thank and speakers to thank and 
congratulate them and talk congratulate them and talk 
about the points that they about the points that they 
could relate to. On the last could relate to. On the last 
day, the school community day, the school community 
held a communion service held a communion service 
that was led by Pastor that was led by Pastor 
Abner Aguilar. The students Abner Aguilar. The students 
washed one another’s feet washed one another’s feet 
and were given the option and were given the option 
to partake in the breaking to partake in the breaking 
of bread and wine. That of bread and wine. That 
service was followed with service was followed with 
an activity demonstrating an activity demonstrating 
God’s light shining in our God’s light shining in our 
lives and the night ended lives and the night ended 
with an opportunity for brief with an opportunity for brief 
testimonies. Throughout testimonies. Throughout 
the week it was easy to see the week it was easy to see 
God working in the hearts God working in the hearts 
of students and staff around of students and staff around 
the school and to feel the school and to feel 
the family atmosphere of the family atmosphere of 
Maplewood Academy. Maplewood Academy. 

by anne cobaxin |’22 
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Angelica  ‘21

“ Maplewood has allowed me to grow 
spiritually, not just in knowledge, but 
also in my relationship with God. I have 
had the opportunity to meet many great 
people who share my same love of God. 
Many of the lessons in Bible class have 
helped me improve my relationships at 
school, church and home. My relationship 
with my mom was always bad. However, 
our relationship has improved greatly. 
My time at Maplewood has helped me 
learn to appreciate all the help church 
members and alumni have given.”

Anders  ‘22

“ My spiritual life has grown from some-
thing small into something that is more 
a part of my daily life. I’m nowhere near 
perfect, but I am continuing to grow in 
God, and Maplewood is playing a huge 
role in that.”

Elia ‘24

“ My spiritual 
life changed after coming to Maplewood 
Academy due to all the boys’ dorm 
worships, vespers, and church.  Being 
able to worship  and sing songs as one 
big family together is really uplifting.”

Sally ‘24

“ There are always 
ups and downs 
in spiritual life, 
especially when 
you’re young 
and figuring out 
your life. I don’t 
always want to 
take an extra 
30 mins to have 
devotions, but 
my first class is Bible and I find it really 
comforting to be with God before I start 
my day.  This has changed my life, even 
though it’s not huge. Morning worship 
has become a habit and I love it. It feels 
so good to reconnect with God every 
morning, because it feels like I am closer 
with Him all day.”

Adelle ‘23

“ Before coming to Maplewood, I felt 
like I was at a place where I was about 
to stop believing in God.  I just didn’t 
see Him in my life. After coming to 
Maplewood, I could feel the Holy 
Spirit talking to me. I used to be very 
lukewarm until I came here and God 
opened new doors in my life.” 

Karter ‘22

“ Maplewood has done a good job 
of reminding me of God’s love and 
forgiveness. Oftentimes, the teen 
years are the rebelling years, yet with 
all the pressures and influences of the 
world, MWA has always reminded me 
that God is still here for us, waiting.”

Aiyana ‘24

“ Since coming to Maplewood, I’ve 
noticed that my personal interest in 
having a relationship with God has 
grown. I love going to Bible class 
every day and discovering new things 
about God.”

Jailly ‘21

“ Ever since I came to Maplewood, my 
spiritual life has grown. I have learned 
to see God in a new, unique, and 
loving way. The way I see Jesus’ love 
is so powerful and, because of that 
experience, I have grown closer to Him 
because I learned that Jesus has this 
incredible, genuine love--not just for 
me, but for everyone on this earth.”

ReflectionsReflections

How has your spiritual life            changed since coming to Maplewood?

Emma ‘22

“ I’ve become more open to  
what God is telling me.”
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I am a junior at Maplewood (MWA) 
and I love being here; the students 
are good friends to me and I can 
feel the care that the staff put 
into us. The spirituality of MWA is 
unique, and it is only like that by 
God’s grace. 

My family did not grow up Adventist, 
and I can really see the difference 
from being Lutheran to being 
Seventh-day Adventists. We had 
an interesting transition. It makes 
me laugh to remember that we would go to church 
on Saturday and Sunday in the first months of 2017. 
It was hard to leave the fun atmosphere of Sunday 
school and change to the calming worship on the 
Sabbath, but I realize now that it was part of God’s 
plan for me. 

I first heard of MWA at the Seventh-day Adventist 
church in Mankato. In the bulletin, an announcement 
would always say something about the worthy 
student fund for MWA, and I always wondered what 
that place was. I didn’t think much about it, though, 
because I thought I would graduate from Loyola 
Catholic School and my family would still keep the 
Sabbath while I attended the school. 

Growing up in this Catholic school was totally 
different than my few years at MWA. I remember 
learning the “Our Father” prayer when I was in 
kindergarten, and we always had to go to mass on 
Wednesdays. I wasn’t a confirmed Catholic, but I 
know now that some of the things we learned were 
not in line with the Bible. Confessing our sins to the 
priest and kneeling and signing the cross before we 
entered the pew are some things that were normal 
in the Catholic environment, but they are strange 
practices to a Seventh-day Adventist. I’m glad my 
parents sent me to a school where I can learn about 
God; although, I wouldn’t change the past. 

Learning about God in a Catholic school was just 
like learning about math or science. I never knew 
that God is a personal God. I didn’t even know who 
Jesus was, except that we celebrate Christmas and 
Easter because of Him and He died on the cross for 
our sins. I didn’t understand the magnitude of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, and the fact that He suffered 
all that just because He loves me. 

Maplewood’s environment was 
very welcoming, even during the 
years I came for Academy Days. 

My sister was a dorm student at 
MWA while I was in eighth grade, 
and I was embarrassed to tell 
my friends that I would be going 
to the SDA boarding school the 
following year. I was definitely 
annoyed to be moving to a new 
school in this small town that I had 
never heard of before, and I didn’t 

want things to change. But God brought my family 
to Hutchinson, and that year, when I went to North 
Star Camp, my opinion of MWA completely flipped. 

Being at MWA with the beliefs of a Catholic and 
Lutheran, it was difficult to switch my beliefs to 
those of Seventh-day Adventists. But this wonderful 
school taught me that prayer is the most important 
part of being a Christian. At the Catholic school,  
I never thought about praying to my Father when I 
was in trouble or when I wanted to praise Him. But 
MWA has taught me how much a simple prayer to 
Jesus can really change my day. 

Bible class is one of my favorite classes, and I have 
been learning what God’s word says about being 
Christian. This Bible class helped me realize that 
Jesus is my Savior, my personal Friend, my Healer, 
my Provider, and so much more. In all my classes, 
the teachers always pray before we begin, and 
that makes me feel that God is real, He’s not just 
a book or just for the outwardly holiest of people. 
Being at MWA has given me a foundation on what 
the Sabbath really means, and I appreciate the 
work that goes into letting students experience the 
Sabbath together.

Many different activities at MWA have impacted 
me and I have felt God’s presence in the Spiritual 
events that happen: speakers coming to spend time 
with us, Wednesday night small groups, campus 
ministries, and Week of Prayer really make me 
love being a Christian, a child of God. I am glad God 
brought me to MWA, because it has strengthened 
my faith in Him, and I know that Jesus is the Light of 
the world, my Light in the darkness.

In order to minimize exposure to Covid-19, 
the school elected to change out our 
traditional home leave for an exciting day 
of winter fun. Fresh snow led to MWA 
students blazing new trails around the 
school and the neighborhood. There 
were several activities to choose from. 
They could forge new trails through the 
woods by snowshoeing. Using sleds, 
they carved new routes down Rocket 
Hill. Snow was swept off the outdoor 
skating rink for students to skate around 
on or play a little hockey. Snowmobiles 
were brought out for students to whoosh 
around through the fields out behind the 

dorms. For those looking for some extra study time, Mr. 
Pratt offered tutoring in the school library.

After exploring one adventure, students would bundle 
inside to enjoy some hot drinks and decide with their 
friends which activities they wanted to try next. With the 
bright sun, good friends, and a plethora of new things 
to try, the students had a day filled with making warm 
memories to fight back the winter doldrums.

SPORTS
by shudear ruach  |’22 

by anna lee beagle

Shudear Ruach
Winter Fun Day
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“We’re loyal to you Maplewood. To the White and the Blue  
we’ll be true. With banner in hand you’re the best In the land,  

for you’re really grand Maplewood…”

Maplewood Alumni
Fifty-plus years ago, as a student at Maplewood 
Academy, I thought alumni weekend was a really 
fun event. For one thing, I had older siblings who 
usually came to see their friends, and I would benefit 
from their visits. I did think that anyone who came 
back for a 50-year reunion was very old, however. 
Well . . . now I am one of those people!

There are some very fond memories as I look back. 
Journey back with me to remember:

•   We had merit or special merit cards 
(unless we lost them for a misdeed).

•   Many evenings were spent roller 
skating in the gym. Around and around 
we rolled!

•  Saturday nights were usually something 
we looked  forward to.

•   Banquets could be a highlight of the 
school year. 

•   Maple Leaf campaigns were fought hard 
for the win of girls vs. boys. Selling subscriptions 
and raising money paid for the school newspaper, 
and the winning team did not have to “ask” for the 
banquet. That was motivation!

•   Dissecting worms, frogs, and a cat in Biology class 
was an experience.

•   Work assignments, whether we liked them or not, 
happened.

•   Friday night vespers was a time to slow down.

•   The students enjoyed one ski day at Powder Ridge 
each year.

•   There was the interaction of dorm life with friends.

•   Week of Prayer moved us.

During the weekend of September 23–26, 2021, 
Maplewood is planning for a reunion weekend. 

We do understand it could be cancelled 
again, but we are hopeful for some 
normalcy. Because we could not meet 
last September, the classes to be 
honored will be doubled. The 50-year 
classes will be both ’70 and ’71. We will 
be happy to share the weekend. All other 
honor classes will also be recognized for 
both years. 

As a student, I was anxious to be done 
here and wanted to move on. Move on 
I did, not realizing that God had plans 

for my life that would bring me back to this school. 
This time I would come back as the principal’s 
wife. Both of us were privileged to work at MWA for 
many years beginning in 1991. We also sent both 
of our children through school here, and next year 
we begin with our grandchildren. What a blessing!

Maplewood is still providing a safe, loving, Christian 
environment for students today. The faces have 
changed, but the mission remains true to educating 
for eternity through mind, body and soul. 

by lois (burghart) bowers   | ‘71

VISION FOR THE MAPLEWOOD ACADEMY  

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
God has blessed us 
with a powerful gift 
called music. It gives 
us opportunities to 
express ourselves in 
ways that are different 

from any other medium. When my emotions 
overflow with joy, sadness or anything in-between, 
music usually takes over and gives voice to my heart.

Therefore, I see a great need to maintain a quality 
music program at Maplewood Academy. Having 
graduated from this institution myself, I remember 
the value of the program that I experienced when I 
was here. Mr. Klaus Leukert was the choral director 
when I was a student, and I was blessed beyond 
measure by his expertise and his Christianity, which 
he shared freely. Music led my heart heavenward on 
a regular basis. That is the reason I decided to return 
to Maplewood Academy as a music teacher. I want 
to direct students to the Master. I want them to see 
Jesus. I believe that God reaches into the hearts and 
minds of the participants and the listeners. 

Of course, music is so valuable for helping students 
learn in other areas, as well. I had a former colleague 
of mine tell me that many students taking pre-med 
will double major with music because of the value 
for the mind. Music helps to develop self-discipline 
in students, as well, which is an advantage for them 
in any part of their lives.

I know that I am a new teacher on campus and 
that it may take some time to develop relationships 
with the students, but I am excited to have the 
opportunity.

I want to maintain the good work that Helen 
Woldemichael had been accomplishing before I 
came. I want strong choral groups with the concert 
choir and Choraliers. I want the handbell choir to 
continue its growth, and I want to try to grow a band 
on campus. I also intend to teach voice lessons. My 
goal is to be able to take traveling music groups out 
to as many constituent churches across Minnesota 
as I can each year to let people see the awesome 
young men and women that we have here at 
Maplewood Academy. I covet your prayers as this 
year progresses and as the staff direct each student 
to Christ. Our ultimate goal is stated in our mission 
statement: “grow, connect, educate with Jesus.”

by clinton anderson  | ‘76
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This school year, we at Maplewood Academy have 
been impacted by Hebrews 10:24–25: “And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

How true that is! As a staff, we can easily get 
caught up in the busy life that constitutes the 
daily activity of an academy. It might be easy to 
get lost in the hubbub of all things COVID-19: 
maintaining dress codes, keeping the buildings 
warm with weeks of below zero temperatures, 
scheduling special events, etc. God has had a 
unique way to remind us that we are not in this 
alone and that we are serving a much greater 
purpose than the minutiae of daily life. 

In a year that finances were promising to be a 
problem, He used that challenge not only to provide 
for our daily needs but as a way to remind us here 
at MWA of our greater purpose. At each Finance 
Committee meeting, your giving encourages 
our mission here at Maplewood of connecting 
our students to a lifeline to their Savior. As we 
look at the times we live in, we see that His Day 
is drawing near. We serve an amazing God who 
blesses those who give generously until their cup 
runneth over. This financial update is a positive 
one only through supporters of Maplewood 
Academy such as yourself. Our prayer is one of 
thankfulness, because you, the constituents of 
MWA, gave. Through your generosity, may God’s 
blessings impact your lives in ways that you might 
never have believed! 

DEBT
Maplewood has ZERO debt! 
Over the years when Maplewood came up short 
financially, the conference would generously allow 
our accounts receivable to grow. The conference 
never charged any interest and rarely even spoke 
of the money Maplewood needed to pay back. 
And for that, we are grateful!

by jeremy everhart & david dickerson

MAPLEWOOD  
FINANCIAL UPDATE

SPECIAL PROJECT GOALS:

·  New 8-passenger Van = $10,000

·  Ad Building Carpet = $59,200

·  Ad Building Wall Painting = $14,500

·  Center Campus Sidewalks = $24,000

We thank you again for the blessing you 
are to Maplewood students and staff!

All of you generous donors have been keeping 
students in school and the school in the black 
with a balanced budget for the last two years. 
Then, late in 2020, a large donation came that 
allowed us to pay off all of Maplewood’s debt to 
the conference and add $71,000 to our Worthy 
Student Endowment! 

ENDOWMENT
Maplewood’s Endowment, which is for Worthy 
Students, is nearing $900,000. This is a good 
start that everybody should be proud of. We need 
to keep building the endowment. Most schools 
our size are shooting for a five- to ten-million-
dollar endowment so that the interest and growth 
annually creates enough revenue to allow many 
more students to attend through all the Worthy 
Student scholarships created.

If you wish to add to Maplewood’s endowment, 
just write Endowment in the memo of your check 
or in the note section of your on-line giving.  
GIVE ONLINE AT maplewoodacademy.org/donate

OPERATING
Thanks to all of you, Maplewood is beating 
budget and operating in the black once again 
this year. Please keep up your generous habits! 
Your generosity and sacrifice keep many of our 
students in the safe and loving environment of 
Maplewood. This safe, loving, Jesus-centered 
environment helps to stimulate the growth of 
our young people.

NEEDS
Would you like to help us with a special project? 
We are currently raising funds to replace our 
8-passenger van, which is used for all sorts of 
student activities and school events. We are 
also raising funds to assist with replacing center 
campus sidewalks that have grown some large 
cracks due to the frost heaving over the recent 
extremely cold winters. And we would also 
like to proceed with installing new carpet and 
repainting all the walls in the ad building. This 
work would really brighten up the place and give 
it a cleaner feel for students and staff.

Hi, my name is  
Yurithse Murrieta. 
I am a junior and have  
attended Maplewood since my freshman year, 
thanks to the help of my loving home church,  
Dodge Center Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
I’ve loved each year; every year had a unique way to 
it, helping me grow in every aspect. One thing that 
I’ve especially enjoyed here is my relationship with 
Christ. Here at Maplewood, I’ve really been able to 
experience a lot, such as not being scared to ask 
teachers for help, getting out of my comfort zone, 
and being more social with others. Mostly, though, 
I’ve realized how important it is to live with Christ. 
Thanks to the inspiring staff here at MWA, I’ve been 
able to realize that possibility, and they help me 
come to a better understanding of Jesus. 
I grew up in a religious household, going to church, 
hearing Bible stories, but I never thought much 
about it. These stories--well, honestly, anything 
relating to the Bible--never clicked, not until I started 
to attend Christan schools. Not only are teachers 
good at teaching the curriculum, but they are good 
at investing their time to really help students get a 
better understanding of Christ, and I am so grateful 
to have such an amazing opportunity. 
The staff here are so devoted to God, and they 
encourage us to have a relationship with Jesus. This 
year in Bible class we are talking about Revelation. 
I’ve never really gotten into prophecy, but I’ve always 
thought of the content as scary--‘the end time,’ 
apocalypse--when, really, from what I’ve learned, 
it’s just the revelation of Jesus Christ. This book is 
talking more about who Christ is and I shouldn’t be 
afraid; if anything, I should prepare to meet Jesus 
face-to-face. The staff have an amazing way of 
elaborating on things referring to the Bible. 
Because of this emphasis, I would say that 
Maplewood has changed my life for the better, and I 
encourage you to find a start just like I did here.

Yurithse Murrieta’slife
by yurithse murrieta | ‘22
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700 MAIN STREET NORTH 
HUTCHINSON, MN 55350

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

As many of you may remember, in December Maplewood 
started a fundraiser in honor of Evan Swanson (my 
grandpa!) and his 57 years of teaching at this school. He 
decided that he wanted all of the money raised to go to 
the worthy student fund here at Maplewood. We’re glad 
to share that you’ve helped us raise over 38 thousand 
dollars to help young people experience a Christian 
education. David Dickerson, vice president of finance, said, 
“The money that folks have donated to honor Swanee is 
keeping great kids in school!  Every dollar helps worthy 
students to pay their tuition. That amount kept 8 students 
in school all year!”
 My grandparents’ hearts have always been for the 
kids, wanting to motivate and educate students, as well 
as inviting them over and making them feel loved and 
welcomed while far from home. They’ve had such an 
impact on the lives of so many students, and, in return, 
I know how much they’ve appreciated reading all of 
your kind messages. So on behalf of my grandparents 
and Maplewood students, thank you for your generous 
donations and outpouring love to the school. Thank you! 

Thank You
by annika swanson-lane   | ‘24


