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Dear Maplewood Family,

If you’ve been around MWA during this summer, you might have noticed a couple 
of campus projects that are underway. You will see torn-up portions of the sidewalk 
between the Ad Building and the gymnasium. Also, on Friday, June 11, 2021, a 
dedicated team put in the work to make sure students in both dormitories will 
have an easily accessible basketball court for the coming school year.  On behalf 
of Maplewood, I would like to sincerely thank the team responsible for these two 
projects. Ryan & Tammie Heinbaugh, Randy & Rayleen Heinbaugh, Marshall 
Bowers, Wayne Trana, Paul Trana, Merlyn Gottfried, and our own student, Connor 
Heinbaugh, have been generous with their time and resources to help make 
these projects a reality. We are so blessed to have your support!

Each of these two projects is quite a bit of work, and even more so in the sweltering 
weather we were having at that same time. The sidewalk project was more of a 
safety issue, while the basketball courts were just for fun! As an academy student, 
I have fond memories of going out to a very similar pad at my academy. Whenever 
we could get anywhere from 2 to 28 guys together to “run some ball,” as we said, 
we did.  Just having that area to get out and get some exercise is vital. Previously, 
students would require someone to open up the gym to get some exercise. Thank 
you for making our campus a place that supports the needs of our students.

Yours in Christ, 
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The War Inside Our MindsThe War Inside Our Minds

What are you waiting for? 
For someone to open  
the door? 
Happiness forever? 
Sadness to be over? 
Worries to be never? 
What are you waiting for?

We don’t have that here,  
We are full of fear, We  
enjoy tear, We know we  
are not fair!

There is death everywhere,  
There is no love and care. 
You thought you’ll live 
peacefully, Without 
sadness, happily, Everything 
going perfectly, But it’s not 
happening sadly.

People dying daily, Not 
being judged fairly. No one 
treats you normally,  When 
you’re broken and weary, 
You hide behind a mask, 
Everything inside about 
to crack. Lol your kid just 
got kidnapped. You can’t 
escape, you’re trapped!

It seems there is a war in 
our minds, the controversy 
between the Devil and God.

Satan: Do you think you’re 
worthy? If you think so 
you’re crazy. You’re not 
good enough! I’ll make sure 
your life is tough.  I’ll make 
it hard to live, You’ll have 
nothing to give. I’ll fill you 
with anger and hate, But if 

you choose me it’s like  
a fate!

You’ll have the wealth 
you’ve always wished for, 
Do whatever you want, it’s 
an open door. YOLO don’t 
miss out, That’s what life is 
really about.

Enjoy your life, it’s full of 
freedom, Come to me, 
to my kingdom, I’ll make 
your life bright and lucid, 
You’re not like others, you’re 
exclusive.

Unlike us there are some 
Christians, They think they 
know the truth, but they live 
in fiction. They believe that 
God will make everything 
perfect, But there’s trauma, 
people dying, where is it?

If God is perfect, where is 
the perfect world? That God 
is not loving, as far as I’m 
concerned. I’m just saying, 
why is there suffering?  
That God, after all, is not 
that caring.

Christians are delusional, 
that’s what I’m saying, Just 
give up, Jesus is not loving!

God: NO, don’t give up yet! 
You still have hope, don’t 
forget. I am your God, who’s 
never late.

Satan: No, don’t listen  
to him!

God: LISTEN to me, don’t 
listen to the devil, I died for 
YOU on the cross, I’m sorry 
for your loss! [devil]

I washed your sins by my 
own blood, You are worthy! 
Don’t be sad. I knew you in 
your mother’s womb, I am 
the reason for your loom.

Sin might seem kalopsia, 
But I am your Savior, the 
Messiah, I’ll give you an 
everlasting life. No need to 
worry, you are safe.

When the devil challenges 
you, I’ll stick with you like 
glue, I’ll help you pass 
through, I’ll make your  
life new.

I will make miracles 
happen, I’ll fill you with love 
and passion! I am preparing 
a place for you, It’s going to 
be huge, you have no clue!

I’m building you a beautiful 
mansion, When you see 
it you’ll be filled with 
sensation There will be 
happiness, no sorrow and 
pain, No trauma and death, 
no reason to complain.

I love you, my child, more 
than you could ever know! 
So choose me, don’t choose 
the devil.

True happiness is found 
with Jesus!

by ume ‘23 & shudear ‘22
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Congratulations
Class of 2021!

Maplewood was able to hold 
a live, socially distanced 
graduation ceremony this year, 
celebrating the hard work of our 
24 graduates. We are proud of 
their achievements and their 
positive attitudes during what 
could have been a challenging 
year. Covid forced several 
changes in our program, but the 
students’ flexibility and positive 
outlook created a campus 
family that grew closer together 
through it all. 

One senior, Adilene Gonzalez, 
shared her experience, “These 
past four years at Maplewood 
have taught me a lot, spiritually, 
socially, and academically. As 
a result of my experience, I’ve 
grown my relationship with 
God and with my classmates. 
So the culmination, graduating 
from Maplewood, was a 
big accomplishment, from 
practicing on Thursday to 
actually walking down the aisle 
on Friday. Our last night of high 
school was spent near a bonfire 
and talking about life, and I was 
reminded that this school had 
become a second home, and 
I will miss all the faculty and 
students. Thank you Maplewood 
Academy. I’m looking forward to 
seeing what the future holds.”
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The trip our school took to “Feed My Starving Children,” 
or FMSC, was very successful and fun. We started our 
week with everyone raising money to take, and in the 
end, we took over $2,000, which was a very big blessing. 
Something unique that our school also did was fast from 

Friday evening to Saturday lunch. The 
experience made my stomach feel heavy 
and unpleasant because I was feeling 
what it feels like to not eat, and many kids 
go through this. For our school body, we 
only skipped 2 meals, but some kids skip 
weeks without having a meal. It’s very sad 
to hear that. We arrived at FMSC around 
6:30 pm and left at about 8 pm. When I 
looked around, I could see happy faces, 
giggles, and people dancing to the music, 
and it felt like all of us were a family. I could 
see people loved packaging food for the 
less fortunate. I love doing work like this, 
because it warms my heart to understand 
that God knows we are doing this for his 

people, and I know that soon God will bless everyone who 
does his work when we reach his kingdom!

by jailly gadea-sanchez ‘21

by adelle okemwa ‘23

Feed My Starving Children

Track & field

I have always been interested 
in writing poems and singing 
the songs I wrote. But a lot 
of people didn’t know about 
my abilities because I never 
thought of writing as my talent and never showed 
what I wrote to people. It was kind of something I 
did for fun. My poems were often about how I see 
the world and the things in it or how God was telling 
me something. But keeping my poems and songs 
to myself lasted only until the Maplewood talent 
show. When the email was sent to us from Dean 
Lisa about the talent show, I thought, umm… I don’t 
think I have any talent, but something deep down 
told me I should write a poem and present it at the 
show. I thought presenting the poem might actually 
not be my talent, so I needed someone confident 
to present it with me, and Shudear was perfect 
for that. I called her and asked her if she wanted 
to write a poem with me. She was so happy and 
excited to do it, and, since it was around the break, 
we were facetiming each other to write the poem. 
We thought it would be nice if we could show the 
wars that go on inside our minds each and every day. 
Even if we do not see the evidence, there is always a  

 
 
 
 
 
war in our mind in every good and bad decision we  
make. It is a war between the good and the evil, so 
we tried to illustrate it in our poem. We wanted the 
 people to see how Jesus was always trying to help 
us and ask us to believe in him when Satan is just 
showing us the beauty of the world, which is actually 
kalopsia. Sometimes we will be lost in those voices, 
and Shudear and I wanted to show that through 
our voices and us actually fighting with our voices. 
I represented the woman sitting on the dragon in 
Revelation 12:17, and Shudear represented the 
pregnant woman that was attacked by the dragon 
in Revelation 18. We dressed up like the characters 
to show that we were totally opposite. I was actually 
really surprised when we won first place, and I was 
very happy about the award. That Maplewood talent 
show made me find my talent and helped me be 
creative. But above all, I was extremely happy about 
using my talent for God.

Ume Waktole

by ume waktole ‘23

Track and field day this year was a lot of fun! I love 
that we have one day out of the year when we get 
to do many exercise-related activities outside as a 
school community. My favorite activity this year was 
the mile run, because as a kid I always wanted to run 
a mile in less than 10 minutes. I was never able to 
reach that goal until this year! Wow, I was so proud 
of myself, and I could not believe that I had just done 
that! It is always so much fun to have activities that 
include friendly individual and class competitions. 
It makes people proud of themselves and of their 
teammates. Track and field day is a great day to 
bond with peers! I have enjoyed it every year here at 
Maplewood and will miss it very much. 

This article refers to the poem  
Ume co-wrote on page 3
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Maplewood Alumni

“And they just kept on Comin’” was the front-page 
announcement of the “Maple Leaf” published in 
October, 1969. Maplewood Academy had just begun 
its 65th year with an enrollment of 234 students, 
the “biggest enrollment ever at MWA.” The Senior 
Class of ‘70 was well on its way to a year of study, 
recreation, interaction, and spiritual growth. The 
senior boys were privileged to move into the top 
floor of the brand new boys’ dormitory. The senior 
girls settled into the girls’ dormitory, which had 
been built in 1963. The old red brick administration 
building buzzed with students who scurried to and 
from their classes. The academy had some new 
faculty that year—Wally Fox, Roger Gardner, and 
Tom Hinde. Such was life at Maplewood Academy.

Last September, our Class of ’70 was scheduled 
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our classes’ 
graduation. But COVID-19 put a halt to the on-
campus reunion the last weekend of September, 
so we decided to do the next best thing and have 
a class Zoom gathering the same weekend. 
Twenty-five of our graduating class of 52 showed 
up on Zoom. We spent 2 ½ hours sharing stories 
and reminiscing about all the wonderful times we 
experienced during our years at Maplewood. 

This last April, our class decided to have another 
Zoom meeting. This time, about 20 classmates 
joined in the sharing of good times at Maplewood. 
I asked each class member to share who had the 
most impact on them while they were at Maplewood. 
Faculty names such as Mr. Swanson, Mr. Galusha, 
Mr. Leukert, Mr. and Mrs. Lane, among others, were 
mentioned. 

I recently emailed my classmates and asked again 
who and/or what event meant the most to them 
during their years at Maplewood:

•   Marilyn Wolcott Hinkle stated that Mrs. Wixson, 
the cafeteria director, demonstrated her great 
faith and such a sweet disposition in dealing with 
terminal cancer. This had a lasting impact on 
Marilyn, a student employee in the cafeteria.

•   Mary Lou Hagele Rhea said that two things came to 
her mind. She loved all the trips with the Choraliers 
and also waking up to Christmas decorations and 
music in the dorm before Christmas break.

•   Leonard Lang responded that “my best memory 
of Maplewood was the spiritual revival that swept 
the campus in our freshman year (‘66-67). The 
moving of the Holy Spirit was very evident.”

The Class of ’70 looks forward with great anticipation 
to this year’s Alumni Weekend at Maplewood 
Academy. I trust that God’s hand will be over the 
alumni, friends and family who gather to celebrate 
on September 24-26. I have talked with Mr. Jeremy 
Everhart and read his letters in the “Maplewood 
Today.” I believe without a doubt that he and his 
staff are depending on God’s guidance as they focus 
on the needs of the students. What an honor it has 
been to participate financially in a small way to 
support the education and spiritual concerns of the 
students at Maplewood. 

by lynette flemmer rivinius  ‘70

MAPLEWOOD IS MISSIONS
I’m tasked with writing an article I never thought 
I’d write because church employment has never 
been high on my to-do list. My application for MWA 
Vice-Principal of Finance was purely a fleece after 
being laid off due to COVID reductions. I 
wonder what my odds of being here would 
have been had I not had the academy 
experience that I did.

I doubt I had ever touched an Ellen White 
book before academy, however the new 
assistant business manager was on the 
lookout for students who were receptive to a 
gift he wanted to give, the book Steps to Christ. 
That book, which I still have, developed in me 
a desire to study my Bible and to read more 
of those books with the wonderful burgundy 
covers. The influence of that gift on my choices 
since has been tremendous, made possible by 
Greg Leavitt the assistant business manager, 
who was really Greg Leavitt the missionary. 

The economist Thomas Sowell once said, “Each 
new generation born is in effect an invasion of 
civilization by little barbarians, who must be civilized 
before it is too late.” In a similar fashion, each of us 
are born sinners, destitute of Christ, in need of the 
refining influence a relationship with Christ brings 
before it is too late. The influences of the early life 
are very significant in whether one develops this 
relationship with Christ or not. We do not come to 
Christ on our own, but it is through the working of 
the Holy Spirit and by the witness of others.

“Every influence should be brought to bear to 
educate the youth and to elevate their morals. 
They should be trained to have moral courage to 
resist the tide of moral pollution in this degenerate 
age. With a firm hold upon divine power, they may 
stand in society to mold and fashion, rather than 
to be fashioned after the world’s model.”—FE 89.3 
(see https://whiteestate.org/books/abbrlist/ for a full 
listing of Ellen White writings’ abbreviations). 

Adventist education isn’t perfect. Maplewood 
isn’t perfect; however, like Adventist education, 
Maplewood is a mission project. It is a mission 
endeavor to save the next generation for Christ. 
The purpose of true education is to restore the 
image of Christ in the individual. This is the mission 
of Maplewood Academy made possible by your 

continued support. When you support MWA you 
aren’t just supporting a school, you are supporting 
a mission project of the Minnesota Conference to 
reach the next generation for Christ. As a product of 

Adventist education, I want to say 
thank you!

While I have only been here a short 
time, I believe God has plans for 
Maplewood. The doors I’ve seen 
open and close to get me here 
and certain things that I have 
seen while on campus lead me 
to believe that God has a purpose 
for MWA as we are willing to 
follow His leading. That doesn’t 
mean there won’t be challenges 
or times when we don’t see what 
the next step or solution is for a 
while, but as we do our part and 

follow His leading, we can rest assured He will 
work things out for the best. I’ve had to remember 
that over the past 14 months, often looking up two 
Ellen White quotes to remind myself. The first is 
from Patriarchs and Prophets (PP), p. 704, “If David, 
like Saul, had chosen his own way, success would 
not have attended him. But he did as the Lord had 
commanded.” The second is from Prophets and 
Kings (PK), p. 578, “God has a purpose in sending 
trial to His children. He never leads them otherwise 
than they would choose to be led if they could see 
the end from the beginning, and discern the glory 
of the purpose that they are fulfilling. All that He 
brings upon them in test and trial comes that they 
may be strong to do and to suffer for Him.”

What you give is between you and God, but I ask 
that you continue prayerful support of Maplewood. 
MWA is out of debt, but we still have much work 
to do. We have several projects we are working on 
to enhance the experience and safety on campus 
such as electronic access control to the main 
buildings, updating carpet and paint in the admin 
building, the capital project for the new cafeteria, 
as well as continued support for the Maplewood 
Fund. Most importantly, please continue making 
Maplewood Academy staff and students a specific 
point of prayer this year. Thank you for your 
continued support!

by paeter weikum
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This spring, Maplewood took a group of students 
to celebrate Earth Day by planting trees at 
beautiful North Star Camp. Friends and staff 
of North Star taught the students how to plant 
tree saplings for their best chance of survival. 
The group migrated through the camp in a tree-
planting assembly line: diggers, planters, and 
waterers - covering the shoreline in new trees.

Severe weather that downed hundreds of trees 
in the Brainerd area hit North Star Camp in June 
2016. The group of 19 students, plus North Star 
and Maplewood staff, planted over 700 trees 
to help rebuild what was lost that day. The 
team covered the shoreline, the Point, around 
the lagoon and along the horse pasture with 
maples, pines, and firs. 

The students really enjoyed their experience 
and their chance to help make a difference for 
the future of North Star Camp.

by jeremy everhart

The dust is just beginning to settle from the 
conclusion of the 2020—2021 school year. We’re 
excited as we look forward to the coming school year. 
We can see so many opportunities for Maplewood 
Academy to be a tool in God’s hands in continuing 
the work designated to this His school. 

We are in the process of saying our goodbyes 
to Lawren Fogg and David Dickerson who have 
faithfully served as our head girls’ dean and VP of 
Finance, respectively, for the past few years. It is a 
bittersweet moment since we know God has great 
plans for them in the future, but we will sorely miss 
them as part of the MWA family. We are thankful 
for their service and hope that they might be able 
to come back to visit often. We know that we can 
never replace them in the unique ways they made 
Maplewood a special place. But, we have peace 
in our hearts because we know God is in control.  
God’s plans are always a blessing and I have seen 
how, over the years, even when key team members 
move on, He gives the opportunity to others who 
will grow and develop in their own unique ways to 
bring a new character to MWA. 

This year we are excited to introduce our new VP 
of Finance, Paeter Weikum, and the new assistant 
girls’ dean, Leslie Nieves, to the MWA team. “They 
each are following God’s lead in their own lives and 
we are excited at the possibilities they will bring to 
our school.”

Paeter has a variety of professional 
backgrounds that will help provide 

a level of expertise that I am personally excited to 
see God develop further in his leadership at MWA. 
We know that Paeter is a man of God, and his goal of 
helping MWA stay centered on Jesus is a blessing. 
Paeter states, “I’m excited to be at Maplewood 
because I have seen God close and open doors to 
get me here.  I also see God working at Maplewood 
and I am optimistic that as we follow Him the 
witness of MWA will grow.” 

For our head girls’ dean position, Lisa Long, the 
previous assistant dean has agreed to take over the 
head position. To complete the team, Leslie Nieves 
has agreed to accept the position as our assistant 
dean. Leslie has a background in school counseling.  
Leslis states, “One of the things I’m most excited 
about is becoming someone that students, parents, 
and faculty can trust.” 
We’re excited to add her 
to our team.

Greetings  from   
Maplewood Academy!

In the cafeteria, JoBeth 
Skelley is about to have 
another exciting milestone 
in her family life with an 
addition of a new little 
one. She will not be able 
to continue on with the 
awesome work she does 

in the cafeteria and bakery. Ariana Guptillhas 
agreed to help cover that role and we’ll see about 
other roles where we might be able to witness her 
many talents. Ariana is excited to be back: “I knew 
while working as a counselor at North Star Camp 
that I was being called to work with teenagers. My 
passion and excitement have grown exponentially; 
I feel privileged and excited to work with them 
again at Maplewood Academy. I endeavor to help 
them learn more about Jesus and their identities 
in Him.”

God has really blessed Maplewood with a kind 
and caring staff who share the desire for the main 
mission of Maplewood Academy, connecting our 
students to developing or maintaining a saving 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Your prayers are ever 
welcome! We appreciate all of you, our extended 
family; do continue to support this His school!

Ben Roy was one of the best speakers I’ve ever 
heard at the Maplewood week of prayer! Over the 
three years that I’ve been here, Ben Roy has been 
one of only a few people that have really touched 
my heart. The way that he used science and his 
stories and lessons was definitely a presentation 
form that I resonated with. From the first day he 
came with his finger frisbee trick, to the last day 
with the ping pong can explosion, he never failed 
to explain everything he did and tie it back to the 
Bible and its virtues. Ben Roy was amazing, and I 
would suggest to anyone that has a chance to see 
him, do it!

by jair sosa ’22

Week of Prayer
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700 MAIN STREET NORTH 
HUTCHINSON, MN 55350

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Alumni Weekend

Worthy Student Fund: Help students attend MWA 

Maplewood Fund: Impacts multiple areas of need on campus 

Capital Campaign: For the new cafeteria

Ad Building Improvements (carpet, painting) 

Sports Program: To improve sports opportunities for students 

Two Minivans: For greater transportation flexibility 

High Security Commercial Paper Shredder: Improved security & cleanliness

Join us September 23–26 on the 

campus of Maplewood Academy

Make your on-campus or village 

housing reservations today and 

don’t miss out!

Honor years for 2020 & 2021

Live & in person this year!


